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TERM 1 | UNIT 1
OUR COMMON HERITAGE - CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Focus Question: 
What was Jamaica’s road to independence?

The activities in this unit explore the culture and heritage of Jamaica. The work solidifies 

concepts surrounding our common heritage and introduces these ideas in a literary way. The 

stories and texts present the experiences of ‘real’ and imagined characters allowing students 

to relate more effectively to their culture. The focus will be on building word recognition skills 

and furthering oral and written vocabulary. The unit aims to further develop creative writing 

and critical thinking.
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TEXT 3 - JAMAICAN STORIES

  Vocabulary Building

Find the hidden words in the wordsearch. Colour each word as you find it.

p e t r i f i e d a e
a w r d g q p k t e a
i h a l i n g e r r i
r o i n v w k e a i o
e w t h u d t x n t u
p l s y v n m f s u e
i i a m u t j p i a s
s n x o z a w l s l v
o g c o n t e n t e d
d n q y z f b d o z c
e v i l l a i n r h y

WORDS
thud
trait
linger
villain
howling
episode
transistor
contented
encountered

Individual Work

Learning Objectives - Text 3

	z Develop comprehension skills.

	z Punctuate sentences correctly and put in capital letters when needed.

	z Use commas to separate items in a list and to add extra information.

	z Examine language features that make writing interesting. 

	z Further develop computer skills.
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a) Use a dictionary to find and copy the meanings of unfamiliar words in the 
word search.

b) Use a dictionary to help you to complete the activities. Then, write the 
answers in your Language Arts book.

1. List two (2) words you can find between ‘trait’ and ‘transistor’.
2. What is the word before ‘episode’ in the dictionary? 
3. Write down the next word after ‘villain’. Copy the meaning of the word.
4. Use a thesaurus to find other words that mean the same as ‘contented’.
5. Look up the meaning of the word ‘linger’. What part of speech is the word?
6. What is the first word under the letter S and what is its meaning?
7. Write down five words between ‘huddled’ and ‘howling’. Use two (2) of these to create 
     sentences.
8. What are the words above and below ‘social’?
9. What are the words above and below thud?
10. Put these sets of words in alphabetical order:
       a) frantically thud develop transistor ritual
       b) episode earn explain evenings encountered

  Before Reading: Listening and Speaking

a) Talk about your favourite TV Programme or film.

▪    What is the programme or film about?

▪    Why do you find it interesting?

▪    How does the programme maintain your interest e.g. character, setting.

Task for the Whole Class

  Dictionary Work Mixed Ability Pair

I can use a dictionary to build my vocabulary.

I can use standard Jamaican English when talking about a 
familiar topic.
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b) Read this part of the story

Jamaican Stories - Story 1

At 7 p.m. we all crowded around our parents’ small, transistor radio. As a family, we listened to 
the famous radio drama at the time - Dulcimina. It told the story of a girl from rural Jamaica. 
She moved to Kingston in search of a job. Each episode was 15 minutes long. We could not see 
the characters, so we used our imaginations to picture the storyline.
We wished we had a television and that the programme was a show. But these storytellers 
were very creative. As children, we were able to picture the characters. We disliked the villains 
but liked the good characters. We knew all the main ones. They were Presser Foot, Dulcimina, 
Ramgeet and Miss Needle.

After each episode, we talked about the story. Mama would 
explain any ideas we did not understand. These were mostly 
about Dulcimina’s experience in Town. Like Dulcimina, we 
lived in the rural area. Town was far away. It seemed busier, 
louder and hotter.

Even at the age of 10, Mama would never think of sending 
me to Town. She was scared that the city was too big. Except 
once, when I was in grade 5, Mama sent me on a school trip 

Kerosene oil lamp
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c) True or False

Are these statements True or False?

All the family listened to the radio drama.                                     True / False
The drama lasted for 20 minutes.                                                    True / False
The family had a television.                                                               True / False
Mama would explain ideas to the family.                                       True / False
The narrator visited the city more than once.                               True / False

d) Inference Skill

Find and copy a sentence from the story that supports each of the statements below. You 

can choose either support, core or challenge.

Individual Work

Ability Pair Work

Support Core Challenge

Statements:
1. The family was poor.
2. One word that shows that the family was together.
3. The radio show was very short.
4. There were bad characters in the radio drama.
5. The radio drama was very good.
6. The children were not familiar with the city.
7. They thought where they lived was different to the city.
8. The city was a good place.

to Town. We went to the zoo and to Hope Gardens. It was a long journey. When I got to town, 
I felt lost. The place was busy, and it was very hot. The buildings were huge. I was happy 
when I got back home. However, I learnt that Town was like Country. Still, I was happy to 
hear about Town through the radio drama or from the news.

Choose three (3) of the 
statements below:

Choose five (5) of the 
statements below:

Complete all the 
statements below:
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  Punctuation - Capital letters

There are a number of times when we must use capital letters in our work.

1. Always begin a sentence with a capital letter.

2. Use capital letters for the names of specific people, places or things and for I 

    (proper nouns)

    e.g. On Sunday, I am going to Peter’s party.

a) Choose one (1) of the activities and complete it in your Language Arts book. 

You can choose either support, core or challenge.

Support Core Challenge

Copy three (3) examples of 
capital letters used in story 

1. _________________

2. _________________

3. _________________

Copy two (2) examples 
of how capital letters are 
used in Story 1:
Capital letters to begin 
sentences.
Capital letters to begin the 
names of characters.
Capital letters to begin the 
names of places.

In your Language Arts book, 
draw a spider diagram 
showing when capital letters 
should be used.

b) Punctuation

Look at the sentences below. Somebody has put the capital letters in the wrong places. 

Write the sentences correctly in your Language Arts book.

1. the Big bus Took hannah to kingston.

2. dulcimina is the Main Character in the radio drama.

3. miss needle is one of the good characters in the play.

4. The School visited hope gardens.

5. I was happy when i returned Home.

Task for the Whole Class

Individual Work
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c) Write a proper noun below each picture. One has been done for you.

e.g. Allan Robinson

d) Use all the proper nouns in activity c) to create sentences of your own.

	  e.g. My name is Allan Robinson and I model men’s clothing.
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  Reading Activity

a) Read this part of the story (Story 2), then answer the questions.

Jamaican Stories - Story 2

We loved the character of Dulcimina. We hated the bad characters we heard about in the 

stories the men told during mango season. It was a time when families got together. The men 

travelled to Bogue for mangoes. In the evenings, they would gather at our house for social 

time. Around the large buckets filled with mango skins and mango seeds, they told jokes and 

folktales. Some of those stories were about creatures from another world. Others they learnt 

from our ancestors. The men all told tales of duppies (spirits).

One night, Mr Jim asked the group if they had heard about Brah Sam. He took the long way 

home after the game the night before.

b) Answer all the questions in full sentences.

1. What do we learn about the community the narrator (person telling the story) grew up in?

2. What do we learn about the stories the men told?

3. Do you know any folktales? If so, write short sentences about a story you know.

c) Prediction:

1. What do you think is going to happen to Brah Sam?

2. Add five (5) sentences, continuing Mr Jim’s story. Describe what has happened to Brah Sam.

3. When completed, selected students will share their predictions with the whole class.

                 ▪ 	 Use subject verb agreement in each sentence.

                ▪ 	 Put capital letters in the correct places.

Individual Work

REMEMBER
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  Reading Activity

a) Now, continue reading Story 2

Jamaican Stories - Story 2

Brah Sam knew that Mr. Kennedy’s duppy could be seen near the house where he lived with 

his wife and children. Many people in the district claimed to have seen him just walking along 

with his brown cane, as he did when he was alive. Brah Sam thought that, since Mr. Kennedy 

had been a quiet and well-mannered gentleman, even if he encountered his duppy, it would 

still be the same quiet, kind person he knew. However, he was in for a shock when, as he 

turned the corner with the old tree stump that everyone used as a resting place, he heard the 

uneven footsteps and the cane on the stones. Brah Sam realised it was Mr. Kennedy’s ghost. 

Despite the thick darkness, he saw the tall, lanky frame of a man approaching him. By that 

time, Brah Sam had started feeling a bit scared, but he still called out.

He said, “Mr. Kennedy, I know it is you, sir. I am not afraid.” He felt a cold breeze pass by his 

right side. He repeated the words, hoping the duppy would recognise him. Brah Sam could 

not remember clearly what happened. He mentioned that immediately after the cold breeze, 

there came a sudden thud, followed by a force on his face so hard that it knocked him to the 

ground, breaking his glasses. Now he was frightened; he could no longer see, so he held his 

face tightly.

A few seconds later, Brah Sam got up. He laughed to himself. Beside him lay two big mangoes. 

In the tree, he heard the rustling of the leaves. He laughed again, looking towards the sound. 

It was then that he saw an owl. The owl must have knocked off the mango as it flew past. He 

smiled; there was no duppy.

Pair Work
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b) Self-Assessment

Tick the column that best fits. 

Good! Great! Outstanding!

I can identify one (1) 
Jamaican cultural practice.

I can identify two (2) 
Jamaican cultural practices.

I can identify more than 
two (2) Jamaican cultural 
practices.

c) Story sequence

Draw a storyboard in your Language Arts book like the one on page 36.  

Identify six (6) main things that happened to Brah Sam. 

I can identify important moments in a story.

1. �

2. �

3. �

4. �

5. �

6. �

Brah Sam heard about Mr. Kennedy’s duppy.
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Brah Sam’s Experience in the Night

Brah Sam heard about 
Mr. Kennedy’s duppy.

1.                                                2.                                                    3.

4.                                                5.                                                    6.

d) Explain your understanding of these sentences from Story 2.

1. “It was a time when families got together.”
______________________________________________________________

2. “He mentioned that immediately after the cold breeze, there came a sudden thud, followed 
by a force on his face so hard it knocked him to the ground, breaking his glasses.”

______________________________________________________________
3. “He laughed to himself.”

______________________________________________________________

Write each in the column, then draw a picture to show the ideas clearly.



TEXT 3 - Jamaican Stories 37

  Punctuation – Commas

Using Commas:
Commas are used to separate items in a list
e.g. At the market I bought oranges, bananas, guavas and two pears.

a) Add commas to the following sentences:

1. The children had a garden where they grew tomatoes pumpkins carrots and peas.

2. Nora Hannah Delroy Sandra and Isaac live with their parents in St. Elizabeth.

3. Were you asked to move the books pencils and paper from Ms Harriet’s desk?

4. When he saw her, he hid whispered to the others and then ran in the opposite direction.

b) With a partner, read Story 1 again. Underline a sentence where commas are 
used in a list.

Using Commas:
Commas are also used when extra information is added to the sentence
e.g. Every Saturday morning, after we have breakfast, we go to the market.

c) Add extra information and commas to these sentences.

1. Kingston ______________is a busy parish.

2. Bob Marley _________________ was born in Trench Town.

3. I hate this subject___________________.

4. My brothers ___________ can carry twice the weight that I can.

5. All the men ____________ sat around the bucket.

d) With a partner, read through the stories and underline sentences where 
commas are  used to add extra information.

Task for the Whole Class
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  Figurative Language (Imagery) 

What makes writing interesting?

Writers use different techniques to keep the readers interested throughout e.g. imagery.

Imagery is the use of figurative language or words to create pictures of ideas, 

objects and actions in our minds. These words help us imagine what it looks like, feels 

like, sounds like, tastes like, or smells like.

Types of imagery include:

Auditory Imagery
describes what you hear

Visual Imagery
describes what you see

Tactile imagery
describes what you feel or touch

Re-read Stories 1 and 2. Fill in the table with phrases or sentences that show the different 

types of imagery used by the writer. One has been done for you.

. . . rustling of the leaves

Task for the Whole Class

Visual Imagery Auditory Imagery
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  Story Writing

a) Look closely at the picture. Use the picture to create an interesting story. 

Use some of the words and phrases from the vocabulary list to help you.

Individual Work

VOCABULARY LIST 
AND PHRASES:

from the shadows,       carefully,       dark,       

silence,     mysterious,       strangely,      

cold,       	 old,      scary,      out of the 

corner of my/his eye,       frightening,      

dilapidated,       chilling,       musty

Choose either support , core  or challenge .

Focus on:

▪ 	 using different types of imagery.

▪ 	 punctuating sentences (full stop, comma, exclamation mark, capital letters).

▪ 	 writing in complete sentences.

▪ 	 using different types of conjunctions.

I can create an interesting and engaging story.
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Support Core Challenge

Write the start of the 

story - one (1) paragraph. 

Describe the setting.

Word choice - use 

imagery to describe sight 

and sound.

Write the start of the 

story - two (2) paragraphs.

Describe the setting and 

part of the storyline/plot.

Word choice - use 

imagery to describe sight, 

sound and smell.

Write a story about the 

character’s experience on a 

journey.

Setting - describe the 
setting as mysterious.

Characters - add about 
two (2) characters.

Storyline/plot - add an 
unexpected twist.

Ending - has a cliff hanger.

Word choice - use 
imagery to describe sight, 
sound and smell.

b) Editing and Peer Assessment

1.   Read the first draft of your story. Use the Language Arts Writing Checklist (Appendix 1) 

to identify areas you need to improve.

2.  Redraft your story: Look carefully at the areas from the Writing Checklist that you need to 

improve. Then rewrite your story putting the improvements in.

I can assess my work and my partner’s work, then suggest 
changes to improve it.
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3.  Peer Assessment and Feedback:

Exchange your second draft with a partner.

Read through your partner’s work.

Make a list of two (2) things that are good about their story (What Worked Best).

Suggest one (1) thing that your partner can add to their story to make it better

(Could Be Better).

Use Assessment Table (Appendix 2) to help you.

4. Use a computer to type your final draft.

	 Include the corrections to show your improvements.

This is the ability to 
be kind, safe and  
responsible when you 
use the internet. It is 
just like being a good 
friend and helper in 
your community..  

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP
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Choose one of the activities to share your understanding of the unit.

TERM 1 | UNIT 1
WRAP UP ACTIVITIES

What makes our countries 
special?

Write a letter or an email to a penpal in 
a foreign country.

	• Ask questions to find out what life is 
like in their country.

	• Explain to your penpal what life is 
like in Jamaica.

	• Include pictures or drawings to show 
your penpal significant or important 
places in Jamaica.

	• Explain why these places are special 
to you.

Song – Jamaica’s past

Work with a partner to write a song 
about Jamaica’s past.

	• Include information that you have 
learnt in this unit.

	• Use a combination of Jamaican 
Creole and Standard Jamaican 
English.




